Abstract: Three species of the genus Amblyceps, namely, A. apangi, A. arunachalensis, A. mangois are described from Kanamakra and Langkhar (26˚45′0″ ̶ 26˚48′0″N and 90˚35′0″ ̶ 90˚40′0″E) hill streams of Chirang district of Assam. The torrent catfishes are distinguished within the genera on the basis of their general appearance of the body and the caudal fin structure, adipose fin, eye diameter, inter-orbital space, fold on lip and number of vertebrae. 
INTRODUCTION
described the genus Amblyceps from Myanmar. Ng and Kottelat (2000) , Ng (2001 Ng ( , 2005 reviewed the genus Amblyceps Blyth and identified 13 valid species of Amblyceps viz. Amblyceps mangois (Hamilton, 1822) , A. laticeps (McClelland, 1842) , A. caecutiens Blyth, 1858 , A. murraystuarti Chaudhuri, 1919 , A. foratum Ng and Kottelat, 2000 , A. mucronatum Ng and Kottelat, 2000 , A. platycephalus Ng and Kottelat, 2000 , A. serratum Ng and Kottelat, 2000 , A. variegatum Ng and Kottelat, 2000 , A. macropterus Ng, 2001 , A. carinatum Ng, 2005 , A. tenuispinis Blyth, 1858 , A. apangi Nath and Dey, 1989 , and considered A. arunachalensis Nath and Dey, 1989 a synonym of A. mangois. Vishwanath and Linthoingambi (2007) redescribed A. arunachalensis Nath and Dey, 1989 and are recognized as valid species in this study. Vishwanath and Linthoingambi, 2008 recognized two valid species A. torrentis and A. tuberculatum from the Chindwin basin in Manipur and thus the genus Amblyceps includes 16 valid species. Two species A. apangi and A. arunachalensis reported earlier from Arunachal Pradesh (Nath and Dey, 1989) are recorded now from the Langkhar stream at Amteka and Kanamakra stream at Amguri (26˚45′0″ ̶ 26˚48′0″N and 90˚35′0″ ̶ 90˚40′0″E) in Chirang District of Assam, which constitutes a new occurrence record in the type locality of Assam.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The specimens of Amblyceps were procured from Langkhar and Kanamakra streams of Chirang District.
Measurements were made on the left side of the specimens by using digital calipers to the nearest tenth of a millimeter following Ng and Kottelat (2000) . The collection and preservation of fishes were made following Brooks (2011) . Parts of body are expressed as percentages of standard length (SL) and the subunits of the head as proportions of head length (HL). The fin rays were counted under binocular stereo-zoom microscope (Leica ATC 2000) using transmitted light. Materials examined in this study have been deposited to Gauhati University Zoological Museum (GUZM). Specimens were processed for vertebrae counts following Hollister (1934) and counted following Roberts (1989) . Valid name of genera and current systematic status of species were adopted from California Academy of Science web site (www.calacademy.org/catalogue). Nath and Dey, 1989 (Fig.1A) Material examined: GUZM 0051, 43.16 mm SL, Kanamakra hill stream (Amguri-30 km from Bijni town) 26˚45′0″ ̶ 26˚48′0″N and 90˚35′0″ ̶ 90˚40′0″E, in Chirang district of Assam, 2011 (coll. 10 th May). MUMF 6401, 3, 68.1 ̶ 82.7 mm SL; GUZM 0052, 3, 39.25 ̶ 49 mm SL, Langkhar (Amteka-42 km from Bijni town) and Kanamakra (Amguri -30 km from Bijni town) hill streams in Chirang district (26˚45′0″ ̶ 26˚48′0″N and 90˚35′0″ ̶ 90˚40′0″E) of Assam, 2011 (coll. 25 th May). Diagnosis: Morphometric characters are given in 
OBSERVATIONS

Amblyceps arunachalensis
Fig.1. Showing image of A-A. arunachalensis (43.16 mm SL), B-A. apangi (75.80 mm SL) , C-A. Mangois (48.75 mm SL).
Dorsal fin origin vertically through middle length of pectoral fin with a weak spine and 6 rays, adipose fin at vertical level of anal fin origin, pectoral fin with a weak spine and 7 rays, pelvic fin with 6 rays, anal fin with 9 rays, caudal fin 20 ̶ 22 rays, caudal fin deeply forked with pinnate like rays, upper lobe slightly longer with pointed end, two outer most branched rays longest, skin smooth, lateral line absent, fins plain, tinged grey, body colour brown in fresh, branchiostegal rays 4, vertebrae-19+19 (38). Colouration: Body colour in fresh specimen grey brown, turned dull grey brown in preserved specimen. Fins and barbels dull grey, ventrals dull white. Distribution: Assam: Kanamakra and Langkhar hill streams of Chirang District, Manipur: Jiri river (Brahmaputra basin), Chatrickong and Maklang river (Chindwin basin), all along the foothills of Himalayas, Bangladesh, Northern Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand.
DISCUSSION
Hamilton (1822) Shaw and Shebbeare (1937) reported A. species of one with deeply forked caudal fin and other with slightly forked audal fin and also reffered A. mangois along with diagram having free, short adipose. Misra (1976) reported two species of A. namely A. mangois (Hamilton, 1822) and Olyra leticeps (McClelland, 1842) . However, Talwar and Jhingran (1991) described only the species A. mangois as monotypic with truncate or emarginated caudal fin without diagram. Jayaram (1999) described A. mangois with truncate or emerginate to varying degree of caudal fin while the description of caudal fin does not correspond with the diagram shown as forked caudal fin. Sen (1985) reported four species of Amblyceps as A. leticeps, A. horai, A. mangois and A. tenuispinis with their definite distinguishing characteristics. Nath and Dey (2000) has given the systematic account of A. apangi, A. arunachalensis and A. mangois reported from Arunachal Pradesh. Blyth have been diagnosed on the basis of the key to species of the genus Amblyceps, by the present or absent of lateral line, equal or unequal of jaws, shape of caudal fin, maxillary barbel length, adipose dorsal free or confluent (Talwar and Jhingran, 1991) ; the anterior nostril lying on anterior to the base of the nasal barbel, and both lips with double folds (Chen and Lundberg, 1995) ; a prominent cup-like skin flap above the base of the pectoral spine (Hora, 1933) ; Present or absent of pinnate like rays on caudal fin (Ng and Kottelat, 2000) . They differentiate the three species on the basis of caudal fin structure, nature of lateral line, maxillary barbel length and length of adipose fin. Ng (2005) observed the species A. apangi which showed the similarity with A. murraystuartii Chaudhuri except its longer head, body colour and number of vertebrae. Vishwanath and Linthoingambi (2007) 
Conclusion
The specimens of Amblyceps were collected from the stream of shallow, moderately clear with pebbles and sand particles along with other species of Aborichthys, Acanthocobitis, Barilius, Balitora, Botia, Crossocheilus, Garra, Neolissochilus, Pseudolaguvia, Psilorhynchus, Puntius, Schistura and Tor. The occurrences of these species indicate their range extension of Brahmaputra drainage, the Assam-Bhutan hill streams of Chirang District, Northeast India.
